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“Made to Crave”   

(God, not Food)!!!   
   See inside!

See inside!

See inside!   

Come to Re-Ignite Jan. 29! 

If you are seeking to enrich your 

leadership skills and grow in your 

faith journey, I want to encourage 

you to attend the Re-Ignite Conference, a  

Lawton District event on Sunday, Jan. 29.  

(This will take the place of the old Local 

Church Leaders Workshop.)  It will be held at  

Centenary UMC (704 S. W. “D” Ave) 
 

1:30 p.m...........................................Registration 

2-2:30 p.m............................................ Worship 

2:40-3:50 p.m..................................Workshop 1 

4-5:15 p.m. ..................................... Workshop 2 
 

NURSERY: The nursery will be available for  

children age 4 and under.  To make childcare  

reservations, call (580) 248-3343 or turn in the  

information with your registration. The  

deadline for childcare reservations is Jan. 17. 
 

CHILDREN: Children (5 years & up) can at-

tend their own workshops this year. Workshop 

1: Charlie Ludden, director of Older Children’s  

Ministry at St. Luke’s UMC, will help us learn 

that God’s way is love for all people, by 

 studying the story of Jesus going to Nazareth 

(Luke 4:14-30). Workshop 2. Will be a time of  

fellowship, games and a movie. MUST register 

by Jan. 17. 
 

YOUTH: The youth are invited to attend the 

regular workshops. Youth are treasured  

members of the Conference and their views 

matter. Their participation will provide the  

opportunity for inter-generational discussion 

and sharing of ideas. 
 

WORSHIP: There will be a special offering for 

Bolivia taken up during worship.  Bishop  

Robert Hayes Jr. will provide our sermon. 

REGISTRATION: Contact the St. Paul’s church 

office by Jan. 16 to let us know that you want to 

attend and the workshops in which you plan to 

participate.  The cost of the training is $10.  

Scholarships are available.   

 

WORKSHOPS:  

1-1 UMW: Whatôs It About (Kathy Caldron): 
This class is for anyone interested in learning 
more about United Methodist Women. We will 
discuss who is a member and what does it 
mean in todayôs world. We will cover coming 
events and how they relate to the purpose. 

1-2 Passionate Evangelism (Randy L. 
Scraper): This class is built on the expansion of  
natural evangelism that accompanies the mean-
ingful growth of Christian spiritual maturity. It is 
directed at pastors and lay persons alike. 

1-3 Should Faith Mix with Politics? (Stan Ba-
sler): We will address issues of systemic sin 
and explore biblically and theologically the role 
the church should play in forming public policy 
as a matter of authentic discipleship. The main 
points include discussion of systemic sin 
(corporate sin), enculturation of the church, and 
prophetic ministry, i.e. ñThus sayeth the Lord to 
powers and principalities. 

1-4 Youth 101 (Rev. Bryan Tener): Basic  
understanding of youth ministry. UMYF,  
curriculum, answer and questions 

1-5 Making a Difference: Starting a New  
Ministry (Donna Heldermon & Chuck  
Stewart): Is God calling your church to expand 
your ministries? All laity who see a need or feel 
the heart tug for making a difference and desire 
methods for success in beginning new  
ministries are welcomed. 



1-12 S/PRC (Chuck Horton): For new and  
returning members of the Staff/Pastor Parish 
Relations Committees and for Pastors, the Lay 
Leader, and Lay Members to Annual  
Conference. This class will look at the important 
work of this committee and the scope of the 
committeeôs authority and responsibilities. 

1-13 Congregations working with Veterans 
ðPart 1 (Joseph L. Lynch): With so many of 
our fellow Oklahomans being deployed with the 
military. How can congregations faithfully serve 
those in the armed forces, their families, and 
the religious professionals who care for them, 
especially those deployed overseas? This two-
part will cover congregational and pastoral care 
for veterans and their families. Part 1 will cover 
congregational care, including acknowledging 
and celebrating the veteranôs return; with the 
veteranôs permission, conducting a welcome 
home celebration; using caring listening skills in 
communicating with the veteran; if needed, pro-
viding a safe place for the veteran to be able to 
debrief about his or her situation; taking care of 
the veteranôs family during deployment; provid-
ing free marriage enrichment retreat for the vet-
eran and spouse; being sensitive to and alert 
for signs of distress with the veteran and family 
members. 

2-1 Successful Childrenôs Programming 
(Charlie Ludden): We will have an open forum 
where we will discuss the most successful  
programming we have had in our childrenôs 
ministry programs. I will bring my favorite ideas, 
and I hope you will bring yours to share as well! 
This class is for anyone who works with or  
supervises those who work with children, and 
are interested in bringing back new ideas for 
their congregations children and families. 

2-2 How to Share Your Faith in Our  
Contemporary Society (Ben Williams): This 
class gives clear understanding for sharing the 
faith in a very secular world, how Christians can 
be effective in reaching new people. It is based 
upon the new book, TELL by Bob Pierson. 

2-3 Making Disciples: In and out of Prison 
(Stan Basler): The workshop will present  
opportunities for person to live out their faith in 
ministry with incarcerated persons, formerly  
incarcerated and their families. The class is  
directed to lay and clergy looking for (contôd) 

1-6 Cobija, Bolivia Mission (Ken Baden): 
You will be able to learn how the Lawton  
District - Cobija Mission came about and how 
your church can support the mission. Please 
come if youôre interested in becoming a team 
member /leader. Some of the June, 2012 
team members will be present for you to meet. 

1-7 The Doctor Says Itôs Cancer (Karen 
Distefano): A cancer diagnosis is a  
frightening experience. The individual may 
feel fear, uncertainty, anxiety, depression,  
anger, isolation and hopelessnessð
sometimes all at once! Family and friends, 
too, go through a wide range of feelings, We 
want to help, but we just donôt know how.  
Having a cancer care ministry in your  
congregation can help  bridge that abyss of 
despair and suffering. As Christians, we are 
called to minister to the sick. At the same 
time, however, we need to be very careful in 
how we interact with people who are  
experiencing a serious diagnosis. 

1-8 Effective Financial Leadership (Brian 
Bakeman): Are finances running your church 
or is your church running the finances? This 
class is designed for the chairs of Finance 
Committees, new and old, to discuss the  
leadership role of the chair. 

1-9 ñWho are THOSE Peopleò...and how do 
we minister to them (Annette Harper):  
Interacting discussion on holistic and healthy 
approaches to addiction ministry for the whole 
congregation. 

1-10 Re-Ignite the Go -Goôs, Slow-Go-s & 
No-Goôs (Harri Williams): Discussions on 
how local congregations can minister to  
people based on mobility rather than age in 
the areas of spiritual development, health,  
fellowship, education, life transitions, service, 
intergenerational interaction, daily assistance, 
and National Grandparentôs Day. This is  
directed towards anyone interested in ministry 
by, for, to, and with the growing numbers of 
older adults in our communities. 

1-11 Transformational Preaching (Bishop 
Robert E. Hayes Jr.): Bishop Hayes will  
provide guidance on what it takes to prepare 
and give sermons that make a difference. The 
is designed mostly for clergy & lay speakers. 



ways to be in ministry. The three main points 
are that ministry is possible to families of  
incarcerated, with formerly incarcerated in the 
community and in prison ministry. 

2-4 CREDO (Bryan Tener): Introduction to 
the new Confirmation curriculum 

2-5 It Worked for Us Ideas/Models (Donna 
Heldermon): One of the beautiful things 
about the UMC is that we are connectional. 
Because we are connectional we are open to 
allowing the Holy Spirit to help us learn from 
each other. This class will provide an  
opportunity for the sharing of what ministries 
and or events worked for your church and 
then in turn you will receive information on 
what worked for other churches around our 
Conference. To attend this class, we ask that 
you bring with you at least one ministry that 
has worked for your church to share with  
others. This will be a time of constant  
discussion, brain storming and question and 
answering. We are the Church, together! 

2-6 Advancing Hope Around the World: UM 
Missionaries & Their Ministries (Karen 
Distefano): ñMissionaryò is one of the oldest 
and most honored offices of the Christian 
church, with origins found in Paulôs writings in 
the New Testament. United Methodist  
missionaries witness and serve in dramatically 
different locales and cultures and engage in a 
range of professions and activities. In this 
workshop, find out how your church can be 
actively involved in the work our missionaries 
do on our behalf. The class is great for  
anyone who wants to know more about how 
the UMC makes a difference around the 
world! 

2-7 The Communications Connection (Phil 
Hodson): Though our missionðto go and 
make disciplesðremains the same today as it 
was for the first disciples, we live in a more 
broadly connected world. It is ever more  
challenging to make connections to effectively 
share our good news. This workshop will offer 
an interactive setting to introduce you to  
multiple media tools to enhance your churchôs 
ability to engage diverse communities. This 
class will use discussion, handouts, and video 
to highlight key components of effective  
Christian communication in our time. 

2-8 Trustees, More than just Buildings 
(Brian Bakeman): The job of the Trustees  
includes managing the buildings, risk manage-
ment, other legal issues, and bequests. 

2-9 ñIs This Your Call? Ministry Options To 
Exploreò (Chuck Stewart): This class will 
help pastors, PPR members, youth directors 
and other interested laity have conversations 
with people who are hearing Godôs call for a 
future in Lay or Ordained ministry. ñDid you 
know we have at least 17 possibilities for  
specific ministries in the UMC?ò 

2-10 Hospitality (Wanda & Steve Littrell): 
This class addresses the need for local 
churches to be ready for visitors. Simple how 
toôs and ideas will be shared: The first ten min-
utes; Welcoming certification; Getting the 
whole church involved 

2-11 Our United Methodist Social Principles 
and Advocating for Justice (Bruce Davis): 
Learning more about the Social Principles of 
the UMC and how you can be a voice for  
United Methodists through the UM-CAN  
network and their work to be an active voice 
for our State policy makers and beyond. 

2-12 Leading Through Conflict: Cooling the 
Hot Spots (Claudean Harrison): Every  
congregation faces times of crisis, disagree-
ment and sometimes serious conflict. At those 
occasions, whatôs a leader to do? This  
discussion format session will focus on some 
of the key elements in ñhandlingò conflict in the 
church. Our leader brings experience in public 
service, administration, teaching, and local 
church leadership to this important subject. 
Who should attend? Anyone who finds  
themselves in positions of leadership in the 
church will benefit from this important session. 

2-13 Congregations working with Veter-
ansðPart 2 (Joseph L. Lynch): We will  
cover pastoral care issues, including the  
emotional cycle of deployment; PTSD;  
traumatic brain injuries; suicide prevention; 
end of life issues, including bereavement and 
loss; chemical dependency, including self-
medication, substance and alcohol abuse;  
domestic issues, including arguments, verbal, 
and physical abuse; military sexual trauma; 
crisis ministry; reintegration and resiliency. 



Youth & Childrenõs News 
 

     Attentioné Youth! 
Jan 1  NO Youth  
Jan 8  Youth @ 12:30p 
Jan 15/16   Youth Winter Retreat 
Jan 22   Youth @ 12:30p 
Jan 29 Youth @ 12:30p 
 

     Attentioné Tweens! 
Jan 8    Tweens @ 12:30p 
Jan 22  Tweens @ 12:30p  
 

     Attentioné Kids! 
Jan 27th Family Game Night @ 6:00p 
REMiX begins @ 5:00p every Wednesday! 

Womenôs Groups          
 

               Alpha Circle: Mon, Jan 9th @ 11:30a  
                    @ CGôs 
               MOMs: Mon, Jan 9th @ 6:30p 
              Sarah Circle: Mon, Jan 23rd @ 7:00p 

Jan. 8:  Class @ 6:00p  
    Chapter 16. 
Jan 15: Class @ 6:00p  

      Chapter 17. 
Jan 22: Class @6:00p Chapter 18.  
 (Beginning the New Testament!) 
Jan 29: Class @6:00p.  Chapter 19. 

 
This is a new 6-week  
Bible-based study on  
choosing to crave 
God, not food.  It will begin Thursday, 
Jan. 12, at 6:30pm.  Contact the 
church office if you would like to order 
a book! 

Evening Classes for Adults  

St. Johnõs Feeding Program Outreach Summary 2011 
 

     Our numbers fed for the year fluctuated from 85 
to 118 with an average of 99 meals served, or a total 
of 1090. 
     Persons serving were Bob and Maurine Wise-
man, Kermit and Gayle Brandt, Bruce & Lorie Dwyer, 
Jim Ellington, Hal Forrest, Trish Leach, Maria 
Gagne, Emma Bellofatto, Lisa Beavers, Russell Can-
non, Phyllis Pennell and Joyce Amyx. We respect 
Halôs decision to do servant work in other areas, and 
we welcome back Russell. Gayle and Kermit got 
ñreinitiatedò on the day that the 118 showed up. 
     We appreciate the donations made by Russell 
Cannon, Vera & Francis Sheetsô and several of our 
team also  who make periodic donations, and 
ñthanksò to all who support this mission in different 

ways.               ðJoyce Amyx/Maurine Wiseman: co-chairs 

Prison Ministry End of Year Report 
 

§ This year, our Missions Committee served 
meals 4 times at Redemption, most recently on 
Dec. 22. 

§ Angel Tree provided for 31 children. Gifts were 
delivered on Dec. 16. 

§ Adventure Home has been served every 
Wednesday with a Bible Study and snacks. We 
took the participants to Burger King twice this 
year. Burger King provided the meals free of 
charge. 

§ Maurine & Bob Wiseman, as well as Vicki 
Spurgeon, continue to mentor young men in 
Manitou, OK.  

§ Lawton Boys Home has one resident currently. 
Mark is our 7th adult along with 6 juveniles we 
have saved in 6 years. 

 

       We praise God for all of you who support and 
provide these ministries to those in need. 

Blessings, Bob Wiseman 

Menôs Activities  

Menôs Breakfast: Sat., Jan 14 @ 7:30am 
Menôs Movie Night: Mon., Jan 16 @ 6:30pm 

Maybe you 

should go to 

òMade to Craveó 

on Jan. 12!  



2012 Church Leaders  

Planning Meeting:  

Jan 8, noon  

Finance Committee: Jan 9, 

6:00PM  

Trustees: Jan. 9, 7:00PM  

SPRC: Jan 30, 5:00PM  

IMPORTANT        
        

  

MEETING 

REMINDERS        
       

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Jan 3  Samuel Christopher  

Jan 6  Vera Sheets, Rebecca Peterson  

Jan 10  John Beavers  

Jan 11  Molly Newell, Jordan Harper  

Jan 12  McKinzy Thatcher  

Jan 16  Juli Cox  

Jan 18  Shelly Wagner  

Jan 19  Gayle Brandt  

Jan 20  Betty Robinson  

Jan 22  Abbey Peterson  

Jan 23  Susan Jessee, Emily Sweazy,   

               Marlena Mendez -Hightower  

Jan 27  Lance Wright, Melissa Bobo  

Jan 28  Jackye King  

Jan 30  Jill Wright  

Un-Decorating the Church! 
 

Saturday, Jan 7th, at 2:00pm,  
come help us put away  

the tree and decorations!  

Thank You! 

     Thank you for your generous Christmas 

gifts this year.  St. Paul’s is an amazing church 

family, and it is a blessing for each of us to call 

St. Paul’s our home.  We hope your Christmas 

was as blessed as ours! 
 

    -—Pastor Lisa & the St. Paul’s staff 

OUR Prayers  
 

Ongoing Needs 
Leta Baker, Paula Crosson, Grace Gorthy,  

Phil Grant, Ed Hunt, Madison Hunt,  

Ragyn Lynn, Jean Michener, Louise Payne,   

Joy Russell, Francis Sheets, Larry Stewart 

  

Military/Civilian 

Personnel on duty overseas 
Matt Birkinbine, Cale Drumm, Troy Heffner,  

Andrew Hopewell, Johnny Mangum,  

Mark Marcella, Kevin Phillips, Ryan Posple,  

Jon Sandor, Sky Siemers,  

John Sklaney, Art Torrey 

Volunteers in Mission  
Haiti: January 18th -25th 

Haiti VIM team members Dennis Clippinger, 
Emma Bellafatto, Elizabeth Bellafatto, Casey 
Conners, Patty Swietek, Linda Kahley, Jeni 
Kahley, and Vicki Spurgeon are making final 
travel preparations. Work will be done in  
rebuilding the Methodist Church of LaTremblay, 
Haiti, damaged in the earthquake nearly two 
years ago.  Other VIM mission teams have torn 
down and cleared the damaged structure and 
rebuilt a new church on the same site.  Our team 
will be roofing the new church.  The team will be 
staying at the School of LaTremblay, with many 
opportunities to interact with the children in 
school and those in the community as the work 
day concludes. 

See Vicki Spurgeon if you can donate any of 
these items, in new or gently used condition: 
large jump ropes (the kind used at school for 
group play rather than individual), soccer balls, 
pump and needles for soccer balls, Frisbees, 
and similar items for group play that will be  
gathered at the end of the day and then left with 
the school and/or church as we leave.  Kids love 
to play and laugh all around our world! 

Most importantly, please pray for the safe 
travel of our team, and that our hearts, as well 
as those we will have the opportunity to meet  
will be prepared to give and receive the love of 
Jesus Christ.  Thank you all for your love,  
friendship and support of Volunteers in Mission! 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoTBihvNOxQ4A8N.jzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=128m2g8e7/EXP=1324611298/**http%3a/geology.com/world/haiti-satellite-image.shtml


 
 

Rev. Lisa Beavers 
  Senior Pastor 

  Pastor@StPaulsLawton.org 
 

Barbara Harris 
  Administrative Assistant 

  Office@StPaulsLawton.org 
 

Rich Sweazy 
  Program Dir. Youth & Children 

  ChildrenAndYouth@ 

  StPaulsLawton.org 
 

Janet Jones 
  Nursery Coordinator 
 

Kim Grossman 

Mary Ann Weber 
  Child Care Providers 
 

Maurine Wiseman 
  Director of Care Ministries 
 CareMinistry@StPaulsLawton.org 

 
 

Frederica Grant   
  Organist/Interim Choir Director 
 

Cindy Martin 
  Pianist 
 

T.J. Seymour 
  Praise Team Leader 
 

Bob & Maurine Wiseman  
  Directors of Prison Ministry 
 

Ronnie Gardner 
  Custodian  
 

Russell Cannon 
  Sunday School Supt. 
 

Joe Rough 
  Media Operator 
 

Kim Hall 
  Web-site Administrator 

St. Paulôs United Methodist Church 

910 NW 38th Street, Lawton, OK   73505 

Phone: 580-355-5757 / Fax: 580-355-5794 

Email: Office@StPaulsLawton.org 

Return Service Requested 

 

Weõre 
also  
on  

Mark Your Calendars!  
Dec 25 NO Rise & Shine Worship 
  Christmas Breakfast Pastry Party @ 9:30a 
  Christmas Day Worship Service @ 10:45a 
  NO Youth/Tweens 
  NO Disciple Bible Study 
Dec 26-29  Office hours 9:00-12:00 
Dec 31 Youth Lock-In @ 8:00p 
Jan 4 REMiX resumesðregular Wednesday schedule 
Jan 7 Undecorate the church @ 2:00p 
Jan 8 Church Leaders Planning Meeting w/lunch @ 12:00n 
Jan 9 Alpha Circle @ CGõs @ 11:30a 
  Finance Meeting @ 6:00p 
  MOMs @ 6:30p 
  Trustees Meeting @  7:00p 
Jan 12 NEW CLASS BEGINS: Made to Crave @ 6:30p 
Jan 14 Menõs Breakfast @ 7:30a 
  Haiti VIM Meeting @ 10:00a 
Jan 15-16  Youth Winter Retreat 
Jan 16 ML King DayñOFFICE CLOSED 
  Menõs Movie Night @ 6:30p 
Jan 18-25   VIM Mission: Haiti 
Jan 18 St. Johnõs Feeding Program @ 9:30a 
Jan 19 OK Food Coop Distribution @ 4:30p 
Jan 23 Sarah Circle @ 7:00p 
Jan 27 Family Game Night @ 6:00p 
Jan 29 Reignite @ Centenary UMC @ 1:30p 
Jan 30 Staff-Parish Relations Committee @ 5:00p 

Our Church Staff 

RECURRING WEEKLY EVENTS 
(changes to this schedule will be specified in the right column) 

 

Sunday Schedule 
              8:15 AM     Rise and Shine Worship 
              9:30 AM     Sunday School 
            10:45 AM     Celebration Worship 
            12:30 PM     Youth  (most Sundays) 
            12:30 PM     Tweens (2nd & 4th Sundays) 
              6:00 PM     Disciple Bible Study 

 

 Mondays  Tuesdays  
 Emmaus  12 noon  Emmaus 6:30p  
      

 Wednesdays  Thursday 

 REMiX  5:00 pm                Made to Crave 6:30p 
              Choir 6:15p 
              Praise Team 7:15p 

www.StPaulsLawton.org 

http://search.yahoo.com/r/_ylt=A0oG7hyKFQFOsl8Ar1NXNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTB2MGJlZ3IzBHNlYwNzYwRjb2xvA2FjMgR2dGlkA01TWTAxM18xNzk-/SIG=1vvv2ve96/EXP=1308715498/**http%3a/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3fback=http%253A%252F%252Fsearch.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%253

